LOVE IN A   WOOD.                      3
The year 1672 has been universally determined as that of
the first performance si Love in a Wood; I believe, never-
theless, incorrectly. We are as certain as we can be, in the
absence of direct evidence, that Wycherley's second play,
Th*. Gentleman Dancing-Master^ was first brought upon the
stage in 1671.* Now there is little doubt that The Gentleman
Dancing-Master had been preceded by Love in a If rood> for
not only do the authorities generally concur in assigning
an earlier date to the production of the latter i lay, but
Wycherley, in dedicating it to the Duchess of Cleveland,
refers pointedly to himself as a " new author/' Further in
the d dication we find that her Grace had honoured the poet
by going to see his comedy twice together, during Lent^ and
had been pleased, thereupon, to command from him a copy
of the play, with which he takes occasion to offer the
dedicatory epistle. These were not the days of long runs,
even for the most successful dramas, nor are we likely to,err
in assuming that the Duchess was present at an early
performance of the piece which she distinguished with her
favour; or that Wycherley prefixed her title to a comedy
newly brought upon the stage, rather than to one which had
already been for some time the property of the public, and
which had been revived, as must then have been the case,
befure the Duchess had seen it Note, also, that the
dedication is addressed to the Duchess of Cleveland by that
title. In Lent, 1670, Barbara Palmer was Countess of
Castlemaine she was created Duchess of Cleveland on the
3rd of August in the same year. Considering then that the
piece was ce tainly performed during Lent, that it cannot
have been produced later than 1671, and that the Duchess
to whom it was inscribed enjoyed not that title until- the
autumn of 1670, we may conclude, with tolerable security,
that the first per onnance of Love in a Wood took place
some time during the spring of 1671.
Genest indeed, supposes it to have been brought out by the
King's Company after their removal to the theatre in Lin-
coln's Inn Fields.2 Their own house in Drury Lane having
been d:stroyedfby fire in January, 1672, they opened, on
^he 26th of February following, the Lincoln's Inn Fields
1 See the introduction to The Gentleman Danemg-Master.
* Some Account oftk& English Stoge^ vol L p. 135.